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DECLARATION,  &c. 


Jv* H  E  R  E  A  S  John  Carver,  W il - 
0  -yy  %  Ham  Bradford,  Edward  Winf~ 
%  #  lo  w,  William  Brewjler,  l/'aac 

/liter ton  and  diver.'-  others,  the 
fubjefls  of  our  late  Sovereign  Lord 
James,  by  the  grace  oi  God,  King  of 
England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland ,  de¬ 
fender  of  the  faith,  dye.  Did,  in  the  eigh- 
teenthy  ear  of  his  reign  oi  England,  l1  ranee 
and  Ireland  ;  and  of  Scotland  the  fifty 
four,  (which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
God  1620)  undertake  a  voyage  into 
that  part  of  America  called  Virginia,  or 
New-England  thereunto  adjoining  ;  there 
to  ere£t  a  plantation  and  colony  of  Eng- 
li(h,  intending  the  glory  of  God,  the  in- 
largement  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions. 
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and  the  fpecial  good  of  the  Englijb  na¬ 
tion.  And  whereas,  by  the  good  pro¬ 
vidence  of  our  gracious  God,  the  laid 
John  Carver ,  W illiam  Bradford ,  Edward 
Winjlow ,  William  Brewfer,  IJ'aac  Allerlon 
and  their  affociates,  arrived  in  New-Eng- 
land  aforefaid,  in  the  harbor  of  Cape  Cod , 
or  Paomet,  icituate  and  being  in  New - 
England  aforefaid  ;  where  all  the  faid 
perfons  entred  into  a  civil  combination 
(being  the  eleventh  of  November ,  in.  the 
year  aforementioned)  as  the  fubjects  of 
our  faid  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  to 
become  a  body  politic,  binding  ourfelves 
to  obferve  iiich  laws  and  ordinances, 
and  obey  inch  officers,  as  from  time  to 
time  fhould  he  made  and  chofen  for 
our  well-ordering  and  guidance.  And 
thereupon,  by  the  favor  of  the  Almigh¬ 
ty,  began  the  firft  colony  in  New-Eng- 
land  (there  being  then  no  other  with¬ 
in  the  faid  continent)  at  a  place  called 
by  the  natives  Apanm,  alias  Patuxet ;  but 
by  the  Englifh,  Ncw-Ply mouth.  All  which 
lands  being  void  of  inhabitants,  we,  that 
are  before  mentioned,  and  the  reft  of' 
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©ur  affbciatcs,  entering  into  a  league  of 
peace  with  Majjafoit ,  lince  called  Wooj'a - 
mequin,  Prince,  or  Sachem  of  thole  parts  : 
He  the  laid  Majjafoit  freely  gave  them 
all  the  lands  adjacent  to  them,  and  their 
heirs  forever  i ;  acknowledging  himfelf 
content  to  become  the  fiubject  ol  our 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King  aforefaid,  his 
heirs  and  fucceffors  ;  and  taking  protect 
tion  of  us  the  faid  John  Carver,  William 
Bradford,  Edivard Winjlow,  William  Brezof- 
ter,  ifaac  Allerton  and  their  afTociates,  the 
natural  fubjeCts  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King  aforefaid  :  But  having  no  fpe- 
cial  letters  patents  for  the  faid  parts  ol 
New-England  ;  but  only  the  general  leave 
and  liking  of  his  Majefty  aforefaid,  for 
the  free  exercife  of  the  liberty  of  our 
confciences  in  the  public  Worlhip  and 
fervice  of  God,  wherever  we  fhould  let- 
tie.  Being  therefore  now  fettled,  and 
clefiring  and  requefting  fpecial  licence 
and  commifilon  from  his  Majefty,  for 
the  ordering  our  affairs  under  his  gra¬ 
cious  protection,  hadfundry  commiflions 
made  and  confirmed  by  his  faid  Majcfty’s 
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Council  for  New-England,  to  John  Pierce 
and  his  allociates  (whole  name  we  only 
made  ufe  of,  and  whofe  allbciates  we 
were)  in  the  late  happy  and  memorable 
2'eign  of  our  faid  Sovereign  Lord  King 
James  :  But  finding  ourfelves  ftill  (trait- 
ned,  and  a  wiilingnefs  in  the  honorable 
Council  aforefaid,  to  inlarge  us  ;  partly 
in  regard  of  the  many  difficulties  we 
had  undergone,  and  partly  in  regard  of 
the  good  fervice  done,  as  well  in  reliev¬ 
ing  his  Majefty’s  fubjects  as  other  ways  : 
We  procured  a  further  inlargement, 
it  nder  th  e  n  a  m  e  o  tin  Hi  am  Bradf'o  rd  afor  e- 
faid,  and  his  allociates  j  whofe  names 
we  likewife  uled  (and  whofe  affociates 
as  formerly  we  itill  are)  by  virtue  of 
which  letters  patents,  liberty  is  given 
unto  us,  derivatory  from  our  Sovereign 
Lord  King  Charles,  bearing  date  the  thir¬ 
teenth  of  January  1629,  being  the  firft 
year  of  his  reign  of  England,  Scotland , 
Ft  ~ance  and  Ireland  j  and  figned  by  the 
right  honorable  Robert  Earl  of  IF arwick, 
in  behalf  of  the  reft  of  his  Majelty’s  faid 
Council  for  New  -England,  and  fcaled 
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with  their  common  leal  ;  allowed  to 

frame  and  make  orders,  ordinances  and 
conftitutions,  for  the  ordering,  difpol- 
ing  and  governing  of  our  perfons,  and 
cliltributing  the  lands,  within  the  faid 
limits  ;  to  be  holden  of  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fuccelTbrs,  as  of  his  manner 
or  Eafl-Greenwich ,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not 
in  capite,  nor  by  knights  fervice,  viz . 
All  that  part  of  Ncw-England  in  America » 
and  tract  and  traits  of  lands  that  lie 

f  i 

within  or  between  a  certain  rivulet  or 
runlet  there,  comonly  called  Coabaffet 
alias  Conabaffet ,  towards  the  north,  and 
the  river  commonly  called  Narrhaganfet 
river,  towards  the  lbuth  ;  and  the 
great  wellern  ocean  towards  the  eaft  ; 
and  between  and  within  a  ftraight  line 
directly  extending  up  into  the  main 
land  towards  the  well,  from  the  mouth 


of  the  laid  river,  Called  Narrhaganfet  ri¬ 
ver,  to  the  outmoft  limits  and  bounds 


of  a  country  or  place  in  Neva -Engl and* 
Commonly  called  Pokenacut,  alias  Puck- 
enakicT,  alias,  Sazuaamfet  welt  ward  ;  and 
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another  ftraight  line,  extending  itfelf 
directly  from  the  mouth  ot  the  laid  ri¬ 
ver  called  Coabajfet,  alias  ConabaJJet  to¬ 
wards  the  Welt,  lb  far  up  into  the  main 
land  weftward  as  the  outmoll  limits  of 
the  faid  place  or  country  commonly  called 
Pokenacut,  alias  Puckenakick  alias  Saivaam- 
fet  do  extend  ;  together  with  one  half  ot 
the  faid  river  called  Narrbaganjet,  and  the 
laid  rivulet  or  runlet  called  Coabajfet , 
alias  ConabaJJct ,  and  all  lands,  rivers, 
waters,  havens,  creeks,  ports,  hidings, 
fowlings,  and  all  hereditaments,  profits, 
commodities  and  emoluments  whatfo- 
ever,  i’cituate,  lying  and  being,  or  aril- 
ing  within  and  between  the  laid  limits, 
or  bounds,,  or  any  of  them. 

Furthermore,  all  that  traft  of  land, 
or  part  of  New-England,  or  part  ot  Ame¬ 
rica  aforefaid,  which  lieth  within  or  be¬ 
tween,  and  extendeth  itfelf  from  the 
outmoft  limits  of  Cobbifccontee ,  alias 
ComaJ'econte,  which  adjoineth  to  the  ri¬ 
ver  of  Ketinebcck,  alias  Kennebekike  to¬ 
wards'  the  'we! tern  ocean,  and  a  place 
called  the  Falls  at  Nequamkike  in  America 
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a  fore  fa  id  ;  and  the  fpace  of  fifteen  Eng- 
lifh  miles  on  each  fide  the  laid  river 
commonly  called  Kennebeck  river  :  And 
all  the  faid  river  called  Kennebeck, 
that  lieth  within  the  laid  limits  and 
bounds  eaftward,  weltward,  northward 
or  fouthward  lail  above-mentioned  ; 
and  all  lands,  grounds,  foils,  rivers, 
waters,  filhings,  hereditaments  and  pro¬ 
fits  whatfoever,  fcituate,  Ivins;  and  be- 
ing,  ariling,  happening  or  accruing,  or 
which  lhall  arile,  happen  or  accrue  in 
or  within  the  laid  limits  or  bounds, 
or  either  of  them  ;  together  with  free 
ingrefs,  egret's  and  regret's  with  ihips, 
boats,  lhallops,  and  other  velfels  from 
the  lea,  commonly  called  the  weftern 
ocean,  to  the  laid  river  called  Kenebeck, 
and  from  the  faid  river  to  the  faid  weltern 
ocean ;  together  with  all  prerogatives, 
rights ,  royalties,  jurisdictions,  pri¬ 
vileges,  francbifes,  liberties  and  immuni¬ 
ties  :  And  all'o  marine  liberty  with 
the  efcheats  and  cafualties  thereof  (the 
admiralty  jurifdiction  excepted)  with 
all  the  interelf,  right,  title,  claim  and 
demands  whatfoever,  which  the  faid 
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■Council  and  their  fuccefiors  now  have 
or  ought  to  have,  or  may  have  and  ac¬ 
quire  hereafter,  in  or  to  any  of  the 
laid  portion  or  trad  of  lands  hereby 
mentioned  to  be  granted,  or  any  the 
premilcs,  in  as  free,  large,  ample,  and 
beneficial  manner  to  all  intents,  con- 
it  ructions  and  purpofes  whatfoevcr,  as 
the  faid  Council  by  virtue  of  his  Ma- 
je fly’s  faid  1  etters  patents,  may  or  can 

grant.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  laid 

*  '  *  -  > 

tract  and  trails  of  land,  and  all  and 
lingular  the  premifes  above  mentioned, 
to  be  granted  with  their  and  every  of 
their  appurtenances,  to  the  faid  William 
Bradford,  his  heirs,  afiociates  and  afiigns 
tor  ever  ;  to  the  only  proper  and  ab- 
Ibkite  ufe  and  behoof  of  the  faid  William. 
Bradford,  his  heirs,  afiociates  and  al- 
figns  for  ever  ;  Yielding  and  paying 
unto  our  faid  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
his  heirs  and  fuccefibrs  for  ever,  one 
fifth  part  of  the  oar  of  the  mines  of 
gold  and  filver  ;  and  one  other  fifth 
part  thereof  to  the  Prefident  and  Coun¬ 
cil,  which  fliall  be  had,  pofiefied  and 
obtained  within  the  precincts  afordaid. 
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for  ail  ferviccs  and  demands  whatfo* 
ever  ;  allowing  the  faid  William  Brad¬ 
ford,  his  affociates  and  alfignees,  and 
every  of  them,  his  and  their  factors, 
agents,  tenants  and  fervants,  and  all 
fuch  as  he  or  they  (hall  fend  and  imploy 
about  his  faid  particular  plantation 

inall  and  may  from  time  to  time,  free- 
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jy  and  lawfully  go  and  return,  trade 
and  traffick,  as  well  with  the  Englijh. 
as  any  of  the  natives  within  the  pre¬ 
cincts  aforefaid  ;  with  liberty  of  fiffi- 
ing  upon  any  part  of  the  fea-coaft,  and 
fea-fhores  of  any  the  leas  or  illands 
adjacent,  and  not  being  inhabited,  or 
otherwife  difpofed  of  by  order  of  the 
laid  Prelldent  and  Council,  forbidding- 
all  others  to  traffick  with  the  natives,  or 
inhabit  any  the  faid  limits,  without  the 
fpecial  leave  of  the  faid  William  Brad¬ 
ford,  his  heirs  or  alfociates  ;  and  allow¬ 
ing  the  faid  William  Bradford,  his  heirs 
and  alfociates,  to  take,  apprehend,  feize 
and  make  price  of  all  fuch  perfons, 
their  fhips  and  goods  as  fhail  attempt 
to  inhabit  or  trade  with  the  falvagc 
people,  as  aforefaid,  &c. 
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Moreover,  whereas  in  the  frit  be-, 
ginning  of  this  Colony,  clivers  mer¬ 
chants  and  others  of  the  City  of  London, 
and  elfewhere,  adventured  divers  films 
of  money  with  the  aforefaid  John  Car¬ 
ver,  William  Bradford,  Edward  Winflow, 
William  Brewfer,  Ifaac  /illcrton  and  the 
reil  of  their  alfociates,  on  certain  terms 
of  partnerfhip,  to  continue  for  the 
term  of  feven  years.  The  laid  term 
being  expired,  the  plantation,  by  rea- 
Ibn  of  the  manifold  Ioffes  and  erodes. 


by  lea  and  land,  in  the  beginning  of  fa 
great  a  work,  being  largely  indebted, 
and  no  means  to  pay  the  laid  debts  but 
by  the  fale  of  the  whole  ;  and  the  fame 

J  7 

being  put  to  fale,  We  the- laid  William 
Bradford,  Edward  W inflow,  William  Brew- 
Jler ,  Ifaac  Allerton,  and .  other  our  alfo- 
ciates,  the  inhabitants  of  New-Plymoi^h, 
and  elfewhere,  being  loth  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  our  labors,  bought  the  fame, 
for,  and  in  confideration  of  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  fterling,  with  all,  and  lingular 
the  privileges,  lands,  goods,  buildings, 
chattels,  ordinance,  munition,  or  what- 
foever  appertained  to  the  laid  planta- 
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tlou  or  the  adventurers  thereunto  be¬ 
longing  ;  as  appeareth  by  a  deed  be¬ 
tween  the  laid  Ij'aac  Allerton ,  then  agent 
for  the  laid  William  Bradford ,  and  his 
aflociates  on  the  one  part,  and  John 
Pocock ,  Robert  Keyn,  Edward  Baffe,  Janies 
Sherly,  and  John  Beauchamp ,  on  the 
other  part  ;  being  thereunto  deputed 
by  the  laid  merchants,  and  the  reft  ad¬ 
venturing  as  aforefaid  ;  as  appeareth 
by  a  deed,  bearing  date  November  6th 
in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  Charles,  by  the  grace  of 
God  King  of  England,  Scotland,  France 
and  belaud,  We.  Anno  Dom.  1627. 
Be  it  known  therefore  unto  all  men, 
by  thefe  prefents,  that  according  to 

our  fir  ft  intents,  for  the  better  effect- 
♦ 

ing  the  glory  of  God,  the  enlargement 
of  the  dominions  of  our  laid  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King,  and  the  fpecial  good 
of  his  fubjects  ;  by  virtue  as  well  of 
our  combination  aforefaid,  as  alfo  the 
feveral  grants  by  us  procured  in  the 
names  of  John  Fierce ,  and  William  Brad - 
ford ,  their  heirs,  nnd  aflociates  ;  toge¬ 
ther  with  our  lawful  right,  in  refpeft 
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of  vacancy,  donation  or  purchafe  of 
the  natives,  and  our  full  purchafe  of 
the  adventurers  before  cxpreffed  ;  have 
given  unto, allotted, affigned, and  grant¬ 
ed  to  all  and  every  perfon  or  peribns, 
whofe  name  or  names  fllall  follow  upon 
this  public  record,  fuch  proportion  Or 
proportions  of  grounds,  with  all  and 
lingular  the  privileges  thereto  belong¬ 
ing,  as  aforefaid,  to  him  or  them,  his 
or  their  heirs  and  afligns  fuccefiive'y 
for  ever  ;  to  be  holden  of  his  Majefiy 
of  England,  his  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  as 
of  his  mannor  of  Eaji-Grcenwich,  in  the 
county  of  Kent  ;  in  free  and  common 
foccage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 
knights  fervice  ;  yielding  and  paying 
to  our  faid  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
his  heirs  and  fuccelTors  forever,  one  fifth 
part  of  the  oar  of  the  mines  of  gold 
and  filvcr  ;  and  one  other  fifth  part  to 
the  Prefident  and  Council,  which  {hall 
be  had,  poilelTed  and  obtained,  as  afore¬ 
faid.  And  whatfoever  lands,  are  or 
llia.ll  be  granted  to  any  by  the  laid  Wil¬ 
liam  Bradford,  Edward  Win  flow,  William 
Brezvjkr,  Ifaac  Alhrton  their  heirs  or 
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tifTociates  as  aforefaid  ;  being  acknowj 
ledged  in  public  court,  and  brought,  to 
the  public  records  of  the  feveral  inhe¬ 
ritances  of  the  lu bj efts  of  our  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King,  within  this  goTernment; 
it  fliall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  of 
New -Plymouth  aforefaid,  from  time  to 
time  fuccellively,  to  give  under  the 
common  feal  of  the  government  a  co¬ 
py  of  the  laid  grant  fo  recorded  ;  con¬ 
firming  the  faid  lands  to  him  or  them, 
his  or  their  heirs  andaflignsforever ;  with 
the  feveral  bounds  and  limits  of  the 
fame,  which  fliall  be  fufficient  evidence 
in  law  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times,  for  the  faid  party  or  parties,  his 
or  their  heirs  or  afligns  ;  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  faid  portion  of  land  fo  grant¬ 
ed,  bounded  and  recorded  as  aforefaid; 
Avith  all  and  lingular  the  appurtenan¬ 
ces  thereunto  belonging,  to  the  only 
proper  ulc  and  behoof  ol  the  faid  party 
or  parties,  his  or  their  heirs  and  alligiis 
for  ever. 
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The  GENERAL 


F  U  NDAMENTALS, 


Published,  Anno  Domini  1636. 


x. 


E  E  the  a  foliates  of  the  Colony  of 
N  ew-Plymdiith, coming  hither 
as  free  horn  fabjeds  of  the  King* 
do m  of  E  n  g land,  endowed  with 
all .  and  fingular  the  privileges  belonging  to 
fuel) :  ,  Being  ajfembled. 
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Do  enact,  Disdain  and  confUtute  j 
that  no  act,  impbfition,  law  or  ordi¬ 
nance  be  made  or  impofed  upon  us  at 
prefent,  or  to  come,  but  Inch  as  lhall 
be  enacted  by  content  of  the  body  of 
freemen  or  aflociates,  or  their  repre- 
fentatives  legally  aflembled  ;  which  is 
according  to  the  free  liberties  of  the 
free  born  people  of  England. 


2.  And  for  the  well  governing  this 
Colony  :  It  isalfo  refolved  and  ordered, 
that  there  be  a  free  election  annually 
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of  Governor,  deputy  Governor  and  aG 
fiftance,  by  the  vote  of  the  freemen  of 
this  corporation. 

3.  It  is  alfo  enacted,  that  juftice  and 
right  be  equally  and  impartially  ad- 
mi  niftred  unto  all,  not  fold,  denied  or 
caufelefly  deferred  unto  any. 

4.  It  is  alfo  enacted,  that  no  perfon 
in  this  trov  eminent  fhall  fuffer  or  be  in- 

n 

damaged,  in  relpedt  of  life,  limb,  liber¬ 
ty*  good  name  or  eltate,  under  color 
of  law,  or  countenance  of  authority, 
but  by  virtue  or  equity  ot  fome  exprefs 
law  of  the  general  court  of  this  Colony, 
or  the  good  and  equitable  laws  of  our 
Nation,  fuitable  for  us,  in  matters  which 
are  of  a  civil  nature  (as  by  the  court 
here  hath  been  accultomed)  wherein 
we  have  no  particular  law  of  our  own. 
And  that  none  fhall  fuffer  as  aforefaid, 
without  being  brought  to  anfvver  by 
due  courfe  and  procefs  of  Law. 

5.  And  that  all  cafes,  whether  capi¬ 
tal,  criminal,  or  between  man  and  man, 
fee  tried  by  a  jury  of  twelve  good  and 
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lawful  men,  according  to  the  comftiend- 
able  c uliom  of  England ,  except  where 
fome  exprefs  law  doth  refer  it  to  the 
judgment  of  fome  other  judge  or  in¬ 
ferior  court  where  jury  is  not  ;  in 
which  cafe  tilfo,  any  party  agrieved, 
may  appeal  and  have  trial  by  a  jury. 

And  it  fhall  be  in  the  liberty  of  any* 
perfon,  that  is  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  to 
challenge  any  of  the  jurors,  and  if  the 
challenge  be  found  juft  and  reafonable 
by  the  bench,  it  fhall  be  allowed  ;  and 
others  without  juft  exception  fhall  be 
impannelled  in  their  room  :  And  if  it 
be  in  cafe  of  life  and  death,  the  prifon- 
er  {hall  have  liberty  (according  to  the 
law  of  England )  to  except  againft  twen¬ 
ty  of  the  jury  without  giving  any  rea- 
fon  for  the  fame. 

6.  That  no  perfon  fliall  be  caft, 
condemned  or  l’entenced  in  any  cafe  ca- 
pis  al,  civil  or  criminal  without  the  tef- 
timony  of  two  fufficient  witneftes,  or 
other  fufiicient  evidence,  or  circum- 
ftances  equivolent  thereunto,  unlefs  in 
any  particular  cafe  the  law  hath  other- 
Avays  provided. 
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y.  And  it  is  enacted  ;  being  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  our  charter  ;  that  all  perlons 
of  the  age  of  21  years,  of  right  under- 
flanding  and  memory,  whether  excom¬ 
municated,  condemned  or  other,  having 
any  eilate  properly  theirs  to  difpole  of, 
fhall  have  power  and  liberty  to  make 
their  reafonable  wills  and  teftaments, 
and  other  lawful  alienations  of  their 
lands  and  eftates  ;  be  it  only  here  ex¬ 
cepted,  That  filch  as  are  fentenced  for 
treafon  a  gain  ft  the  King’s  Majefty,  or 
realm  of  England,  or  other  capital  crimes, 
fhallforfeit  tothe  King  or  Colony,  forthe 
carrying  on  the  charge  of  government, 
their  perfonal  eftate  :  T  heir  lands  and 
real  eftate  being  ftill  at  their  difpofal. 

8.  That  whereas  the  great  and 
•  known  end  of  the  firft  comers  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1620,  leaving  their  native 
country,  and  all  that  was  dear  to  them 
there  ;  tranfporting  of  themfelves  ovei 
the  vaft  ocean,  into  this  remote  waft 
wildernefs,  and  therein  willingly  con 
flifting  with  dangers,-  Ioffes,  haidfhipj 
hnd  diftreffes,  fore,  and  not  a  few,  tva.>. 
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that  without  offence,  they,  under  the 
protection  of  their  native  Prince,  toge- 
ther  with  the  enlargement  of  his  Majel-. 
ty’s  dominion,  might,  with  the  liberty 
of  a  good  eonfcience  enjoy  the  pure 
fcriptural  worfhip.  of  God,  without  the 
mixture  of  humane  inventions  and  im-. 
portions  ;  and  that  their  children 
after  them  might  walk  in  the  holy 
ways  of  the  Lord  ?  And  for  which 
end  they  obtained  leave  from  King  James 
(of  happy  memory)  and  his  honorable 
Council  ;  with  farther  grants  from  his 
gracious  Majefty  Ckarlesl,  and  his  hono- 
rableCouncjl,  byletters  patents  for  fun- 
dry  tracts  of  land,  with  many  privileges 
therein  contained  for  their  better  ciw 
Coragement  to  proceed  on  in  fo  pious  a 
work,  which  may  elpecially  tend  to  the 
propagation  of  religion,  &c.  ashy  letters, 
patents  more  at  large  appeareth’;  with 
further  affurancealfo  of  the  continuance 
of  our  liberties  and  privileges,  both  civil 
and  religious,  under  the  royal  hand  and 
feal  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  Charles 
XL  And  whereas  by  the  good  hand  of 
our  God  upon  us,  many  others  fince 
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the  firft  comers,  are  for  the  fame  end 
come  unto  us,  and  fundry  others  rife 
up  amongit  us,  deiirous  with  ail  good 
confidence  to  walk  in  the  faith  and  or¬ 
der  ol  the  golpel,  whereby  there  are  ma¬ 
ny  churches  gathered  amongit  us,  walk¬ 
ing  according  thereunto  :  And  whereas 
(by  thegraceot’God)we  have  now  had  a- 
bove  6oyearsexperience  ofthegoodcon- 
lillency  ol  thefe  churches,  with  loyalty 
to  our  Prince,  civil  peace  and  order,  and 
alfo  with  fpiritual  edification,  together 
with  the  welfare  and  tranquility  of  the 
government.  •  - 

It  is  therefore  for  the  honor  of  God 
andthe  propagation  of  religion,  and  the 
continued  welfare  of  this  colony , ordered 
by  this  court  and  the  authority  thereof, 
that  the  laid  churches  already  gathered, 
or  that  fltall  be  orderly  gathered,  may 
and  lliall  from  time  to  time  by  this  go¬ 
vernment  be  protected  and  incoragecl 
in  their  peaceable  and  orderly  walking, 
and  the  faithful,  able,  orthodox-teach¬ 
ing  minifiry  thereof,  duly incoraged  anti 
provided  for  ;  together  with  fuch  other 
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orthodox,  able  difpenfers  of  thegofpel, 

which  fhall  or  may  be  placed  in  any 
townlhip  in  this  government,  where 
there  is  or  may  be  defect  of  church 
order. 


9.  And  finally,  it  is  ordered  and  de¬ 
clared  by  this  court,  and  the  authority 
thereof,  that  all  thefe  foregoing  orders 
and  conftitutions  are  fo  fundamentally 
efTential  to  the  juft  rights,  liberties, 
common  goods,  and  fpecial  end  of  this 
Colony,  as  that  they  fhall  and  ought  to 
be  inviolably  preferved. 
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